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trunk before you accept the free. It can be reattached

for further handling.

Inspecting the Roots:

For balled and burlapped trees, avoid undersized
rootballs. Trees are sold by caliper (trunk diameter

below). You should insist that the root ball meets
these specifications.

For container-grown trees, avoid trees with large
circling roots. Very gently remove the container to
inspect the root system.

6" above the ground), or height. The American

Association of Nurserymen maintains a set of
standards for nurseries selling trees (see fable
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For bare-root trees, avoid trees with dried up or
mechanically damaged roots.

standards for Nu rsery stock

Root Ball Diameter Approx Weight

at least 16 inches 100 pounds
at least 18 inches 150 pounds
at least 20 inches 200 pounds
at least 22 inches 260 pounds
at least 24 inches 300 pounds
at least 28 inches 600 pounds
at least 32 inches 750 pounds
at least 38 inches 1350 pounds
at least 42 inches 1800 pounds

The South Carolina Urban & Community Forestry Council is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
foster stewardship of urban and community forests. For more information, call 803-896-8864.
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