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Always mulch newly planted trees properly.
Composted organic material (leaves, twigs, wood
chips) is best. Cover a large area under the tree
with a layer 2-3 inches deep, making sure notto
pile it against the trunk. Although proper mulching
will suppress some weed growth, you will still have
to control weeds in the mulched area by hand
pulling or applying an appropriate herbicide.

Watering

Always provide water during the establishment
period. Larger trees require a longer establishment
period. For each inch of trunk caliper at planting
time, the tree needs approximately one year to

become established. (One year for a 1 inch tree, 2
years for a 2 inch tree, etc.)

A good rule of thumb is to provide water twice a
week during the summer. In sandy areas, water
more often. Five or 10 gallons per inch of trunk
diameter is a good amount of water. A five-gallon
bucket with a small hole in the bottom and placed
near the trunk is an easy way to deliver water slow-
ly to the root zone.

To keep water from running off, build up a ring of soil
around the root zone when you plant the tree. This
“water ring” helps keep the water where it is needed.
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SFORESTRY COUNCIL®

The South Carolina Urban & Community Forestry Council is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
foster stewardship of urban and community forests. For more information, call 803-896-8864.
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