
 

 

The 2007 SCUCFC annual 
conference, Storm Emergencies, 
held November 8 in Columbia, 
drew a near-capacity crowd with 
over 130 registrants, and provided 
participants with a pleasant, high 
quality educational and net-
working experience.  Speakers at 
the day-long event included 
nationally renowned arboricultural 
researchers, weather experts, com-
munications specialists, managerial 
consultants and technology transfer 
specialists. 

The venue for this year’s 
conference also provided a fresh 
experience for regular conference 
attendees.  The River Center at 
Saluda Shoals Park, with its 11,000 

square foot Environmental 
Education Center and 10,000 
square foot conference facility 
located along the banks of the 
Saluda River, provided a pristine 
and comfortable setting for the 
meeting.  Lunch was catered under 
a big tent outdoors, and the clear, 
cool fall weather made for an 
absolutely delightful day. 

Storms Conference Exceeds Expectations 
Clark Beavans 

City of Rock Hill  
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The Council utilizes the luncheon at 
the conference as an opportunity to 
publicly recognize individuals and 
organizations for their work in the 
broad field of urban and community 
forestry.  This year we presented two 
Golden Acorn Awards during the 
luncheon – one to Jane Hayes of Rock 
Hill, for Distinguished Service in 
Urban and Community Forestry, and 
one to the City of Florence, for 
Outstanding Urban Forestry Program.  
Outgoing Board of Directors member 

Jenny Lee was recognized and 
presented with a walnut box to 
commemorate her service to the 
Council.  At the Annual Members 
Meeting, the members were updated  
on the organization’s  most recent 
accomplishments.   

As is always the case, coordinating a 
meeting of this quality requires an 
extraordinary amount of organization, 
diligence, judgment, and experience.  
Congratulations to all those who 
helped make this conference such a 
success, including our sponsors and 
exhibitors:  Bartlett Tree Experts, the 
SC Forestry Commission, Davey 
Resource Group, Moon's Tree Farm, 
Sox & Freeman Tree Expert, Natural 
Resource Consulting, Inc., Duke 
Energy Corporation, Roebuck Nursery 
and Landscape, Husqvarna Forest & 
Garden, and Preservation Tree Care. 
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Eddie Bernard presents a 
plaque to Jane Hayes. 

Liz Gilland presents a walnut 
box to outgoing Board 
member, Jennie Lee. 

The River Center 

Lunch under the big tent 



 

 

I recently attended an interesting lecture on palm tree 
care by one of the nation’s leading palm experts, Dr. 
Timothy Broschat. Living in the Upstate, I don’t get to see 
many palms, but every trip to the beach reminds me of the 
wonderful diversity of South Carolina’s plant life – including 
the state tree, the cabbage palmetto (Sabal palmetto). For 
those of you lucky enough to live near the coast, I’d like to 
share some tips on palm tree pruning and fertilization. 
The first thing to remember is that a palm tree is not really 

a tree at all. It is more like an overgrown grass: a monocot with a single 
unbranched stem and a crown of fan-like or feathery evergreen leaves. Unlike 
“real” trees that produce new shoots from multiple growth points (and even 
from latent buds under the bark), palms produce new leaves from a single 
growth point at the heart of the crown. So never, ever top a palm! It won’t 
grow back once this growth point has been removed. 

Of course, there are times when you may want to prune a palm. The 
“skirt” of dead foliage that develops in some species can be a home for 
vermin, a potential fire hazard, or simply an eyesore. Nonetheless, don’t go 
overboard. While some people think that removing leaves will reduce the 
likelihood of palm failure in hurricanes, experiments have shown that this 
simply isn’t true. In fact, palms with 360◦ spherical or elliptical crowns 
actually fare better in high winds. So remember that the goal of pruning is 
simply to remove dead leaves, not to drastically reduce the size of the crown 
or lower the height of the tree. 

Pruning need only be done once a year and involves the removal of dead 
and dying fronds with clean saws and pruning shears. Sterilization of 
equipment in a 50% bleach solution between trees will prevent the spread of 
disease. Reproductive structures should also be pruned off at this time, since 
they divert the palm’s energy away from leaf growth and can create quite a 
mess as the fruits mature. If the palm is tall, hire an ISA-certified arborist who 
has the appropriate equipment and expertise to work in large trees. Climbing 
spikes should not be used: they are dangerous, damaging and can spread 
disease. Instead, your arborist should employ a bucket truck, ladder, or 
nondestructive climbing equipment. 

Don’t be tempted to remove green leaves: the palm needs these to make 
food! Pruning them off also removes vital nutrients that the tree would other-
wise have re-absorbed and used for new leaf growth. Nutrient deficiencies, 
particularly potassium deficiency, are rapidly made worse by over-pruning. 

This brings us to the topic of fertilization. One point made clear by Dr. 
Broschat is that improper palm fertilization is much worse than no 
fertilization at all! Cheap, quick-release fertilizers actually do more harm than 
good, causing root and leaf-tip burn and rapidly leaching into the groundwater 
through sandy soils. It is better to forgo fertilization than to use an improper 
formulation or rate. 

Dr. Broschat’s current recommendation for landscapes that contain palms 
is 2N-1P-3K-1Mg plus micronutrients over the entire landscape area at a rate 
of 1.5 lbs/100 sq. ft. every 3 months. One hundred percent of the N, P and K 
should be in slow release form so that it is available to the palms over a long 
period of time without leaching into groundwater. Rather than treating a narrow 
band around the palm itself, the fertilizer should be applied to the entire 
landscape, thus reaching the roots that extend far beyond their parent tree. 

If you are interested in learning more about caring for palms in the 
landscape, visit the website of the Palm and Cycad Societies of Florida at  
http://www.plantapalm.com/.   
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from the President’s Corner 

 THE ACORN 

SCUCFC Board of Directors 
President—Dr. Christina Wells, Clemson  
University 

Vice-President—Eddie Bernard, Town of 
Mount Pleasant 

Secretary—Tim Gillette, City of Tega Cay 

Treasurer—Clark Beavans, City of Rock Hill 

Advisor—Liz Gilland, SC Forestry Commission 

Kathryn S. Basha, Isle of Palms 

Danny Burbage, City of Charleston 

Timothy Edwards, SC Dept. of Transportation 

Tom Knowles, University of South Carolina 

Sandra Korbelik, City of Aiken 

Sally Krebs, Town of Hilton Head Island 

Jenny Lee, City of Florence 

Luther Marchant, Schneider Tree Care 

Dave Marren, Bartlett Tree Experts 

Jimmy Painter, retired 

Ex-Officio 

Don Ham, The Laurus Group 

Dr. George Sawyer, retired 

Bob Vecchio, City of Clemson 

Ellen Vincent, Clemson University, Past  
President 

Opal Rousey, Executive Coordinator, The 
Acorn Editor and Designer 

 

The Acorn is a quarterly newsletter produced 
by the SCUCFC. We welcome your articles, 
news items, and photographs that may be of 
interest to our readers. Items may be sent to 
SCUCFC, PO Box 21707, Columbia, SC 29221 
or info@scurbanforestry.org. 

Funds for this project were provided by the 
Urban and Community Forestry Grant Assis-
tance Program administered through the SC 
Forestry Commission and funded  by the 
USDA Forest Service. 

 

The US Dept. of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in 
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family 
status (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-A, Whitten Building, 
14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington DC 
20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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South Carolina Urban and Community Forestry Council 
2007 Annual Report 

Compiled 10/07 by Tim Gillette, 2007 U&CFC Secretary 
 
Goals as set forth by the Board of Directors included; revenue exploration, self reliance, committee empowerment, urban 
forestry advocacy, exploring possible partnerships, and educational avenues. 
 
Executive Committee Officers:  President - Christina Wells, Vice President – Eddie Bernard, Secretary - Tim Gillette, 
Treasurer - Clark Beavans, and Advisor - Liz Gilland 
 
Board of Directors:  Kathryn Basha, Danny Burbage, Timothy Edwards, Tom Knowles,  Sandra Korbelik, Sally Krebs, Jenny 
Lee, Luther Marchant, Dave Marren, and Jimmy Painter,  
 
Ex-Officio Members:  Don Ham, Bob Vecchio, George Sawyer, Ellen Vincent 
 
Executive Coordinator:  Opal Rousey  
 
Annual Members Meeting:  The last members’ meeting was held on November 9, 2006 at the Spartanburg Marriott. 
 
Board of Directors Meetings:     Executive Committee Meetings: 
January 25, 2006 - Santee State Park    January 11, 2007 – Conference Call 
January 25 & 26, 2007 Annual Retreat – Santee State Park  January 25, 2007 – Santee State Park  
April 13, 2007 - SC Forestry Commission Headquarters  February 22, 2007 – Conference Call 
August 10, 2007 – SC Forestry Commission Headquarters  April 6, 2007 – Conference Call 
November 7, 2007 – Hampton Inn, Columbia   April 13, 2007 – SC Forestry Commission 
 
We cosponsored The Carolina Arborist Workshop with the ISA Southern Chapter and the SC Forestry Commission which 
was held on September 6, 2007 at Harbison State Park. 
 
Membership - 234 members; 32 Corporate, 64 Governmental, 137 Individuals, 1 Student  
 
Newsletters:  There have been 3 issues of The Acorn, Volume 16, distributed (winter, spring, summer).  Plans are for a fourth 
issue to be printed in November.  
 
The work plan for the past year included: 
-  Empower Committees - Golden Acorn, Heritage Tree, Conference/Workshops, Tree Sheets 
-  Explore opportunities for the Council 
-  Develop and initiate programs to increase revenue 
-  Opening up an online web store for purchasing merchandise with the council logo 
-  Update and distribute an urban forestry advocacy fact sheet for South Carolina 
-  Developing a balanced budget including grant and non-grant eligible expenditures  
 
Accomplishments include: 
-  Conducted a successful campaign to lobby SC state legislature to fund SC Forestry Commission budget, which resulted in the hiring 

of the long vacant Coastal Urban Forester position and rescued the Urban & Community Forestry competitive Grant Program.  
-  Developed an annual Urban and Community Forestry Advocacy document to be distributed to those involved in decision making 

activities regarding the urban forestry program for the state of South Carolina 
-  Partnered with the ISA Southern Chapter and the SC Forestry Commission to produce an educational workshop targeted toward 

working arborists, The Carolina Arborist Workshop.  Increased attendance to the maximum capabilities of the host site (Harbison 
State Forest Environmental Education Center, 100 participants). 

-  Completely redesigned the content, capabilities, and appearance of the SCUCFC web site, including a new host and faster server. 
-  Partnered with Bartlett Tree Experts and the SC Forestry Commission to Develop, Plan and Implement an educational workshop 

targeted toward local and state agencies, governments, planners and public tree stewards, the 2007 Annual Conference “Storm 
Emergencies: They Can Happen Tomorrow” in Columbia, SC at the Saluda Shoals Park River Center. 

-  Determined that the SCUCFC is probably not compatible with professional fundraising campaigning.  Fulfilled our obligations 
with the professional fundraising consultant in exploring potential sources of public fundraising. 

-  Researched partnerships with other associations and groups (ISA & GA Forestry Council) 
-  Awarded and Refined the Heritage Tree Program 
-  Continued and Awarded the Golden Acorn Award Program 
-  Continued the production of the Acorn and the “Tree Sheets” 
-  Extended visibility of Tree Sheets by submitting them to SC Nursery and Landscape Association; SC Landscape & Turfgrass 

Association; and SC American Society of Landscape Architects magazines. 
-  Developed and Administered a fiscally responsible budget for the Council. 
-  Initiated a policy concerning gifts of the council to Board members experiencing hospitalization or family emergency. 
-  Developed protocol for answering online requests for information. 
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Mistletoe - Friend or Foe  
Tim Gillette 

City of Tega Cay 

 THE ACORN 

There are many ancient customs, beliefs and stories 
surrounding mistletoe.  They come from Vikings, Druids, Celtic 
mythology, European and Christian stories passed down 
through the ages.  Mistletoe became the state floral emblem of 
Oklahoma in 1893 and was presumed to be the state flower 
until 2004 when the Oklahoma Rose was designated.  It is 
Oklahoma’s oldest state symbol.  According to English 
customs of Christmas cheer when any two people meet under 
hanging mistletoe, they are obligated to kiss.  The mistletoe 
might remain hung through the year to preserve the house 
from lightning or fire, until it was replaced the following 
Christmas eve.  The leaves of the young twigs are used by 
herbalists in Europe for treating circulatory and respiratory 
system problems and cancer.  It is being studied in the US but 
not being used for the treatment of tumors.  A Christian 
tradition has been passed down that mistletoe furnished the 
wood for the Cross and now the plant has become shriveled 
and dwarfed.  A French tradition holds that the reason 
mistletoe is poisonous is because it was growing on the tree 

that was used to make the 
Cross that Jesus was 
crucified on.  Because of 
this, it was cursed and 
denied a place to live and 
grow on earth, forever to be 
a parasite.  Mistletoe got its 
name in the second century.  
The Anglo-Saxons called it 
mistletan.  “Mistel” is the 

word for “dung”, and “tan” is the word for “twig;” which is the 
old English version of mistletoe.  This name tells that mistletoe 
is named after bird droppings on a branch.  One of the beliefs 
in early centuries was that mistletoe grew from birds.  People 
used to believe that, rather than just passing through the birds 
in the form of seeds, the mistletoe plant was an inherent result 
of birds landing on the branches of trees.  The mistletoe plant 
would then grow where the bird stood on the branch. 

Mistletoe is a parasitic plant on branches of trees, shrubs 
and palms.  It occurs worldwide being most prevalent in the 
tropical and subtropical regions.  Taxonomically, mistletoes are 
currently broken out into three families; Misodendraceae, 
Loranthaceae, Sanatalaceae.  Loranthaceae is the largest 
group having 73 genera and over 900 species.  The Eastern 

Mistletoe of Eastern North America 
(Phoradendron serotinum) is of the 
family Santalaceae.  The Eastern 
Mistletoe is characterized by 
smooth-edged oval leaves in pairs 
along the woody stem, and waxy 
white berries in long clusters of ten 
or more berries together.  The 
mistletoe being commercially 

harvested in the US for Christmas decorations is 
Phoradendron flavescens.  These plants grow in a wide variety 
of host plants and can cause reduced vitality and growth 
reduction.  Only in very heavy infestations could mistletoe 
eventually prove fatal for the host plant.  Almost all mistletoes 
are hemiparasites, bearing evergreen leaves that are capable of 
photosynthesis, and rely on the host plant for water and 
mineral nutrients.  Mistletoe seeds are mainly spread by birds 
and small mammals. 

Mistletoe has been considered a pest that kills trees and 
devalues natural habitats.  Recently mistletoe has been 
recognized as an ecological keystone species, an organism that 
has a disproportionately pervasive influence over its 
community.  A long list of animals depend on mistletoe for 
food, consuming the leaves and young shoots as well as 
transferring pollen between plants and dispersing the sticky 
seeds.  The dense evergreen witches’ brooms formed by the 
dwarf mistletoes also make excellent roosting and nesting 
locations for owls and other birds.  A study of mistletoe in 
junipers concluded that more juniper berries sprout in stands 
where mistletoe is present, as the mistletoe attracts berry-
eating birds, which also eat the juniper berries.  These berries 
have a better chance of sprouting after passing through the 
bird.  So, areas that have a greater density of mistletoe also 
have a greater diversity of animals supported by the mistletoe.  
Rather than being a pest, mistletoe can have a positive effect 
on biodiversity providing high quality food and habitat for a 
broad range of animals in forests and woodlands worldwide. 

For me, mistletoe is a hazard to the health of the urban trees 
in which it inhabits.  It decreases the overall general health of 
its host plant when in significant numbers and increases the 
limb weight, wind resistance and potential for breakage during 
storms.  The ultimate decision for each urban tree lies with its 
owner and the level of care they are willing to provide the tree.   
Clearly, mistletoe eradication in forested areas would be out of 
the question. 

Mistletoe in Oak tree over dock. 
Hickory before and after cleaning out mistletoe.  
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 Small Trees for Small Places or “Be Swell in Scale”  
Jimmy Painter, Landscape Projects Manager 

Spartanburg Community College  

FALL 2007 

Scale. This is one of those weird English language words 
that can mean many things. It is an object we use to determine 
our weight (or for you physics-minded, our mass!). It is a tiny 
sucking insect that exudes “honeydew”. It is the outer covering 
of many species of fish that we scrape off before frying them 
(if you live in the south, you fry!). It is used to determine 
measurements on a design…as in an architect’s or an 
engineer’s scale. It is the buildup that occurs in galvanized 
pipe with age. It can mean to climb over something. Or…in 
the landscape design world…it can mean the relative sizes of 
the landscape components. No wonder communication is such 
a problem! It’s all about context! 

I am, of course, referring to the last definition of scale 
when I say that we need to consider matching tree size to the 
available tree space and to the size of other features in the 
landscape – including hardscape, structures, and other plants. 
Let me also make a disclaimer. I am a fan of large trees…
canopy trees…noble trees! It has been shown over and over 
that the tree benefits increase dramatically when we use large 
trees. But sometimes the best overall choice when we look at 
planting space, utilities, sizes of adjacent structures, etc. is a 
small tree species. I view trying to squeeze in a large tree 
where a small one is really needed as similar to trying to fit a 
foot into a shoe that is two sizes too small. You might can 
cram it in, but somewhere down the line you are going to have 
pain and problems! 

There are many good species choices to make so as to keep 
our trees in scale with their surroundings and by doing so we 
have a more aesthetically pleasing landscape and “happier” 
trees. 

Here are some of my favorite small tree species choices. 
Vote for your favorite…or write in one! 
• Chinese Pistache (Pistacia chinensis).  Sort of a small to 

medium size tree (30-40’), this tree has wonderful brilliant 
reddish to burgundy 
fall color. Dr. Mike 
Dirr says that for the 
southern states it is 
the closest thing to 
rival sugar maples for 
fall color. It is also 
tough! We have it in 
several hot, dry 
l o c a t i o n s  ( e v e n 
parking lots) on the 
Spartanburg Community College campus and it thrives. It 
is very ugly when young – so give it some time to mature 
to its oval form before giving up on it. Its foliage is dense 
enough to be a really good small shade tree. 

 

• “Coral Bark” Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum).  
Although there are dozens if 
not hundreds of Japanese 
Maple cultivars that can be 
used in small spaces, the one 
I am fond of is the ‘Beni 
Kawa’. It is an upright coral 
bark type similar to ‘Sango 
Kawa’. These have the great 
fall and winter coral 
coloration to the young 
stems and the excellent fall color common to most maples, 
so there is true seasonal interest with these trees. They top 
out at 20-25 feet but grow fairly slow. 

• Star Magnolia (Magnolia stellata).  A tree that typically 
reaches no more than 15-20 feet in height, this species 
gives a fantastic early spring bloom. Sometimes it blooms 
too early for our spring weather and the blooms are spoiled 
by a late frost. Try to give it a little of a protective 
microclimate if possible and you will be rewarded with a 
beautifully flowering small tree. 

• Paper Bark Maple (Acer griseum).  This tree has so many 
interesting features! The 
species typically grows 20-30 
feet in height, but grows 
really slow! It has good 
russet-red to orange fall color, 
but absolutely great reddish-
brown exfoliating bark that 
comes off in sheets! It has a 
tight oval head with trifoliate 
leaves (another unusual 
feature). This tree always becomes a conversation piece 
whenever I plant it. We need to see more of it. 

• Trident Maple (Acer buergerianum).  These 20-30’ trees 
are becoming more common in the landscape. They offer 
good, dense shade in the summer and excellent yellow to 
orange to red fall color. Tridents also have exfoliating bark 
for winter interest. It seems tough enough for harsh 
locations (streets,etc). Moon’s Tree Farm in Loganville, 
Georgia, is preparing to release a very tight, upright 
cultivar named ‘Valynor’ soon that should have usefulness 
in confined vertical spaces. 
 

I hope this short list inspires you to consider some of these 
or other species of small trees the next time your location 
dictates their use. Certainly anyone who has ever seen the 
‘Fantasy” Crape Myrtles at the J.C. Raulston Arboretum in 
Raleigh, NC, can attest that  small trees can be “noble”! Make 
your own list and stay in “scale” with your surroundings.  

Paper Bark Maple 

Chinese Pistache 

Coral Bark Maple 
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Archeology and Arboriculte 
Danny Burbage 

City of Charleston 

We are very fortunate to live in a state that is rich 
in history. However, many of us who live and work 
in an historical community have learned that 
maintaining a link with the past can be challenging. 
The reason for that is that you can hardly throw 
anything away! City of Charleston Urban Forestry 
crews found that to be the case recently when they 
attempted to remove a large stump from Marion 
Square, a downtown park that has been the site of 
civic activity since the 1700’s. 

A portion of the old city wall that protected early 
colonists from attacks by the Spanish, pirates and 
Indians ran through what is now Marion Square. A 

fort that was erected by the patriots to fend off the 
British during the Revolutionary War was 
constructed on the site. In 1842, the Military College 
of South Carolina (the Citadel), occupied a portion 
of the site. 

During the summer of 2006, a 40”d.b.h. Laurel 
Oak that had been a prominent feature of the park 
died. Its 12’ tall stump remained for over a year as 
designers struggled to decide what sort of landscape 
elements should replace the tree. When that decision 
was finally made, the Urban Forestry Division was 
tasked with removing all of the stump and root 
system which precluded simple stump grinding. 
Field calculations of the weight of the stump and 
root mass indicated that a large track hoe would be 
the appropriate equipment for the job. 

The track hoe dug just a few feet deep before 
some sort of brick structure came into view. The 
operator had run into situations like this before and 
knew to suspend all work and call a supervisor who, 
in turn, called a team of archeologists who specialize 
in Charleston history. The site was cordoned off and 
a plan developed. The stump would have to be 
removed to properly study and catalogue the site but 

the stump had to be removed gradually and gently in 
order to preserve any artifacts. 

Using an Air Spade, Urban Forestry crews blew 
soil away from the trunk 
and roots while the track 
hoe gently pushed and 
pulled on the stump. At 
the same time, other 
arborists cut away at the 
expansive root system. At 
intervals, archeologists 
would sift through the 
loosened soil looking for artifacts and any other 
clues that might tell them what had been under the 
tree. This very meticulous process went on for four 
days. The archeologists determined that the main 
structure that they needed to document was directly 
underneath the stump and the root system had 
become entangled in the brick of the structure. We 
cut the stump 
into four, 3 foot 
sections and 
removed them 
one at a time. 
The last section 
was the huge 
root flair and a 
network of roots 
that had pene-
trated five feet 
into the sandy 
soil. 

What did we learn? Arboriculturally speaking, we 
witnessed how a healthy tree can develop a massive 
root system that extends laterally, away from the 
trunk but also deeply, down into the soil of some 
spaces. We also learned how tenacious those root 
systems can be. 

Archeologically, we found, directly underneath 
the tree, remnants of a British fortification dating to 
the American Revolution. We found piers from a 
building that was on the site in the mid 1800’s. We 
also found a manhole and arches for transporting 
water that date to the late 1800’s. 

In general we learned that two disciplines that 
might seem, at first, at cross purposes can work 
together for the benefit of both.  

Laurel Oak root depth. 

Tallest Laurel oak removed.  Old Citadel in the background. 

Using Air Spade. 
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Features:  The asymmetrical shape is oval and open when young becoming full and 
spreading with age. Age adds to its beauty. Bright green leaves are distinctly fan shaped. 
Female plants produce foul-smelling fruit and should be avoided in favor of male plants 
for public locations. Young trunks are gray and smooth while mature trunks have deep 
brown furrows. In autumn trees appear to glow with color due to bright yellow leaf color. 
Pest resistance is extraordinarily high.  
Siting: Use as an urban tree, a specimen, street tree, or in a generous sidewalk cutout. Wood is strong and not 
susceptible to breakage. Plants prefer deep, sandy, moderately moist soil; yet tolerate a wide variety of soil 
textures, both alkaline and acidic pH, and occasional wet soil.  Ginkgo requires ample above and below ground 
space. Place in an area with more than 200 square feet of total planting area; in a planting strip at least 7’ wide; 
or at least 6’ from pavement or wall. Cultivars with narrow crowns are available for restricted above ground 
horizontal spaces. 
Care: Easy to grow, transplants easily, and is virtually pest free. Prune while young to develop a strong central 
leader. Plant so root flare is visible. At planting, water the root ball daily with two gallons of water per inch of 
trunk diameter for two weeks, every other day for two months and then weekly until established. Modify water 
recommendations to reflect site drainage and rainfall. Apply 3” of vegetative mulch over the planted area. Do 
not allow mulch to touch the trunk. Plants are drought tolerant once established. 

Pests: Plants have high insect and disease resistance when cultural requirements are met.  

Contact the SC Urban and Community Forestry Council at 
www.scurbanforestry.org for membership and additional information. 

*Soil pH is determined using a professional soil test. Contact your Clemson 
University County Extension service for assistance www.clemson.edu/
extension/. Click on “local offices”. 

Tree selected from the Urban Tree Species Guide: Choosing the Right Tree 
for the Right Place. 

Author:  Ellen Vincent, Clemson University 

Reviewers:  Liz Gilland, SC Forestry Commission and Kathryn Basha, 
Town of McClellanville 

Choosing the Right Tree for the Right Place 
South Carolina Urban and Community Forestry Council  

Ginkgo biloba 

FALL 2007 

Latin name:  Ginkgo biloba Texture:  Medium 
Common name:  Ginkgo Growth rate:  Slow-growing, long-lived 
Hardiness Zones:  4-8 Light:  Full sun to part shade 
Height & Width:  50-75’h x 50-60’w Moisture:  Moderate 
Type:  Deciduous Soil: pH adaptable, well-drained 
Habit:  Oval while young; wide spreading with 
age; irregular 

Origin:  China 



 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

January 9-10, 2008  SC Vegetation Management Association Annual Conference – Myrtle 
Beach, SC.  For more information contact Dr. Jim Aitken at 803-419-3710 
or www.scvma.net 

 
January 23, 2008 SC Landscape & Turfgrass Association Annual Conference – 

Columbia, SC.  For more information contact 803-787-0996 or 
www.sclta.com 

 
February 7-9, 2008 SC Nursery & Landscape Association Annual Conference & Trade 

Show—Myrtle Beach, SC. For more information Contact Donna Foster at 
864-592-3868 or www.scnla.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACORN PARTNER 

The SCUCFC gratefully acknowledges the generous 
support of this newsletter by Bartlett Tree Experts. If 
you or your company would like to become an Acorn 
Partner, contact Opal Rousey at 864-933-7985 or 

ovrousey@wctel.net 

 

PO Box 21707 
Columbia, SC  29221 

Visit www.scurbanforestry.org for more information 

A garden without 
trees scarcely 
deserves to be 

called a garden. 
 

-   Henry Ellacombe 
  


