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TREES

Compaction: the “Silent Killer”

Have the architect or engineer specify tree barri-
cades around protected trees on the site plan.
These fences are criticat in protecting feeder roots
from being crushed by the compaction of the soil
from driving or parking vehicles near the trees.
Compaction is the “silent killer” of the trees on
construction sites. Make sure barricades are made
from sturdy, high visibility material (such as orange
safety fence attached securely to 2x4 posts) and are
placed as close to the drip line as possible.

Specify Tree Protection

Put a clause in your building contract specifying tree
protection and penalties if protected trees are dam-
aged or removed. Meet with your contractor and
walk the site to review which trees are protected.

Take Care Installing Additional Landscaping
When you landscape, don't forget that installing irri-
gation lines and plant material can also damage root
systems; therefore, it is best to install them beyond
the area(s) protected during construction. Ask your
landscaper to follow the seven principles of
xeriscape when designing the landscape and irriga-
tion and be sure to put a rain gauge on your
irrigation system. Both of these measures will help
conserve water. Saving understory plants during
construction helps preserve our native plant species
and protects wildlife habitat.

Monitor the work being done on your site to be
sure that tree protection guidelines are followed. A
certified arborist should be consulted to help with
problems due to damage during construction.

*FORESTRY COQUNCILs

ITY

The South Carclina Urban & Community Forestry Council is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
foster stewardship of urban and community forests. For more information, call 803-896-8864.
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