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2014 Fall SCAW 

 
 

On September 11th, a sold-out crowd attended our Fall South  
Carolina Arborist Workshop.  This year’s program provided an  
overview of various tree care techniques, including climbing, root 
pruning, and removal.  There were also presentations on tree  
tomography, fungi, herbicides, and growth regulators.   A special 
thank you to all of our speakers, sponsors, and attendees.   
Aerial photos courtesy of  The City Arborist 

 

 
 

 
 

Show Your Support! 
Show your love and support of trees by          
displaying this tag on your vehicle.  You can 
purchase your Trees SC license plate in one of 
three ways: 

1. Visit your local DMV office 

2. Submit an application via mail 

3. Visit www.SCDMVonline.net to order 
your plate online. 

All proceeds from plate sales benefit urban and 
community forestry across South Carolina. 
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President’s Letter 
     Last month we hosted a Canopy Session 
in Anderson on basic tree care information 
for local residents and community groups. 
This workshop, like all of our other  
programs, relies on the assistance, expertise, 
and support of our partners.  Whether it was 
handling local logistics (Anderson County), 
sponsoring lunch (Carolina Fresh Farms), or 
providing knowledge and expertise (our 
speakers), the partnerships we have with our 
community allow us to further our mission 
and continue to provide awareness and  
education on our state’s urban and  
community forests.   

     As we enter the fall season, we begin to 
look at the coming year, and the programs 
and opportunities we hope to provide.  In 
doing so, we recognize our current partners 
and explore relationships with potential  
organizations that have yet to be developed.   

     As members of Trees SC, we hope that 
you will partner with us on programs and 
events across the state and in your own 
community.  Our Canopy Sessions are a 
great way to address a specific concern and 
engage local community members.  We’re 
always looking for people to help out on 
one of our many committees, either with 
planning a workshop or helping spread the 
TSC mission statewide.   

     We’re also looking for sponsors, both on 
the corporate level and specific to our  
various workshops and conferences  If your 
organization is interested in learning more, 
please contact Karen Hauck, our executive 
director. 

     To all our partners, we thank you.  Our 
communities thank you.  And our state’s 
trees thank you. 

 

Tim 

 

P.S.  We have something exciting to share 
with our members at our Annual  
Conference.  Hope to see you there!  
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Trees SC Board of Directors 
President—Tim Gillette, City of Tega Cay 

Vice-President—Drew Smith, City of Greenville 

Secretary—Rachel d’Entremont, consultant 

Co-Treasurer—Clark Beavans, City of Rock Hill 

Co-Treasurer—Mike Russell, Natural  
                        Directions, LLC 

Dexter Allen, City of North Myrtle Beach 

Danny Burbage, City of Charleston 

Whitt Cline—Town of Irmo 

Lois Edwards, Pineover, LLC 

Brad Farmer, SCE&G 

Danny Jones, City of Rock Hill 

Tom Knowles, University of South Carolina 

Wanda Lily, City of Conway 

Luther Marchant, Schneider Tree Care 

Jimmy Painter, Painter's Landscaping, Inc. 

Derrick Phinney, Clemson Extension 

Carroll Williamson, Richland County 

 

Ex-Officio 

Eddie Bernard, The Town of Mt. Pleasant 

Donna Shealy Foster, SCNLA  

Dr.Bob Polomski, Clemson University 

 

Lowe Sharpe, SCFC, Advisor 

Karen Hauck, Executive Director 
 

The Acorn is a quarterly newsletter produced 
by Trees SC. We welcome your articles, news 
items, and photographs that may be of     
interest to our readers. Items may be sent to 
Trees SC, PO Box 1679, Ladson, S.C. 29456 
or karen@treessc.org. 

Funds for this project were provided by the 
Urban and Community Forestry Grant       
Assistance Program administered through the 
SC Forestry Commission and funded by the 
USDA Forest Service. 

The US Dept. of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in 
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family 
status (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-A, Whitten Building, 
14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington DC 
20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

On the Stump 
With Danny Burbage 

     It’s not the Fellowship of the Ring or the Jedi Council. There is not a  
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle in the bunch but a great team is forming at 
Charleston’s Angel Oak. Team members represent diverse professional  
disciplines and they are banding together to protect an 80 foot long limb that 
developed a crack 15 years ago. The crack was bolted together and a prop  
system was installed to support the limb. But the props became outdated and 
this winter’s ice storm deposited enough ice on the limb to bend the props. 

     The first recruit for the team was Dr. Tom Smiley, Arboricultural Researcher 
for the Bartlett Tree Expert Company. The Bartlett Company performs most of 
the maintenance on the Angel Oak and Tom and I had been discussing a new 
propping system for a few years. Dr. Smiley felt strongly that we needed a 
structural engineer to analyze the limb, the crack itself and the various and  
sundry forces of nature that might have an impact on both. Once we had a grasp 
of those issues, our engineer could design the correct prop system. 

     John Moore, PE is a principal in the structural engineering firm 4SE  
Structural Engineers.  John volunteered his expertise and the services of his 
company as a tribute to the Angel Oak.  After many measurements and  
calculations, a system utilizing two poles set on innovative foundations was  
designed. The two new poles will replace the three older ones and be much 
stronger. 

     Since we want to cause as little root disruption as possible, John suggested 
we set the props on “micro-pile” foundations and recommended Civil Engineer 
and construction company owner Bill Snow to help with that. Bill’s company 
Palmetto Gunite can set 4”-6” diameter pipes deep into the soil. Cement is 
poured into the perforated pipes. As the cement leaks out of the perforations 
into the soil, a strong but minimally invasive foundation is set to support the 
new props. 

     To determine how deep the micro-piles are set, a geo-technical survey is 
needed. A local firm will conduct borings on the site but well away from the 
tree. Their interpretation of the soil profile will determine the depths of the 
piles. 

     After piles are in place, the local Bartlett representatives and city staff will 
implement the various design elements set forth by our experts.  Each team 
member brings his individual knowledge and talents to this challenge.  
Combining those talents and knowledge into a unified plan of action is the  
formula for success. 

     Our annual conference at Folly Beach on October 23 and 24 will showcase a 
similar team of experts.  Consulting arborists and arboricultural researchers, 
educators, lawyers, administrators and practitioners will share their individual 
expertise and experiences. Their goal and our hope is that you will combine 
some of their winning formulas into a plan that will aid you as you Preserve, 
Protect and Defend your community forests. 

 

Danny Burbage is the Urban Forester for the City of Charleston.  If you have a 
topic for Danny, or if you’d like to discuss one of his previous columns, please feel 

free to e-mail him at burbaged@charleston-sc.gov. 
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Why Did This Tree Fall? 
By Mark Arena, Clemson Extension 

     On June 26, 2014, I received a phone call requesting my services to  
determine what caused a tree to fail in Somewhere town, South Carolina. I was 
also asked to determine whether or not wind was a contributing factor.    

     I visited the site and inspected the remaining tree parts, which consisted of a 
large standing trunk and a few branches that were still present on the ground. 
The subject tree is a large pecan tree with an approximate diameter of 30.5  
inches at breast height and an estimated age of 60-70 years old. This tree  
unfortunately failed and struck a house, necessitating an explanation of its  
failure (Picture # 1). 

     Based on my observations, the pecan tree failed as a result of mechanical failure caused by a fungal disease. 
Tree mechanics, also known as tree stability, is a result of the xylem portion of the tree. The xylem is the main 
source of strength in branches, the trunk and roots. The key load bearing components in the xylem cells are  
cellulose and lignin. Cellulose provides flexibility and strength when under tension. Lignin provides stiffness and 
load-bearing capability when under compression. Together, they make wood strong yet flexible and able to  
withstand most weather conditions when healthy. However, when the xylem is infected by a fungus that attacks 
its cells, the structural integrity of the tree is put at risk. Predicting when the tree will fail is difficult because there 
are several variables. First, is the rate of infection, and how quickly it spreads and impacts the tree’s structural  
integrity. Second, is the health of the tree. Healthy trees generally last longer and are less likely to fail than  
unhealthy ones. The third consideration is the impact of weather on the health of the tree – ample rain fall keeps a 
tree healthy and vigorous while a drought will have a negative impact, create stress, and potentially contribute to 
the decline of the tree. Fourth, factors such as wind, ice and snow place additional stress commonly referred to as 
“load” on the tree and can be a contributing factor when a tree or branches fail. Finally, there currently is no 
equipment available to evaluate the decay and predict with accuracy when a tree will fail because so many  
variables contribute to this situation. In the tree risk assessment profession, most trees are evaluated on a schedule 
based on potential risk and/or hazard in order to manage this threat as best as possible.  

     The fact that the tree broke approximately 8 feet above the ground tells us two things. First, that the root  
system was sound enough to prevent the tree from toppling over and failing as a result of not being anchored in 
the soil at this particular point in time. Secondly, that the structural mechanics of the tree reached a point of failure 

and broke at the weakest point - approximately 8 feet above the soil level and at the 
trunk of the tree (Picture #2). 

     One could consider the weather as a contributing factor, however, the tree’s  
condition was the primary reason for the failure. The wind just added enough stress 
(load) on the tree on that date and time to cause it to fail and fall. Ultimately, the tree 
was destined to fail in the near future - the wind load placed on the tree simply sped up 
the process.  

     Based on my observations made on location, my final conclusion was that the tree 
failed due to lack of structural integrity caused by a fungal infection. The wind was a 
secondary factor in the tree’s failure as it added stress (load) to the tree which it was 
not able to handle and therefore, failed and fell. 

     If you have a tree that is of concern please consult with a person that either has the  
experience or expertise to make a sound professional assessment. There are also certified arborists and consulting 
arborists that have participated in special training who can make this assessment.    
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Whatcha Talkin’ About? 
2014 Annual Conference Speakers and Presentations 

      

 
Don Blair, Moonlighting at Monticello 

Hear the fascinating story of how a team of arborists and crane rigging experts came together to pre-plan, plan and executes one of the most high-
profile removals in the history of arboriculture.  

 

Don Blair, The History of Arboriculture 

Follow the progress of arborist equipment, practices, safety and training over the past 150 years and gain a better understanding of how the National 
Shade Tree Conference came to be founded in 1924. 

 

Linda Bridges, Discussion of the Town of Port Royal’s Tree Ordinance 

The presentation will focus on the impact the ordinance had on tree trimming/pruning/cutting on residential property.  We will discuss initial  
support and resistance, both from property owner and tree companies, as well as its current status and changes made by the Town on enforcement. 

 

Laurie Reid, The Four Fungi of the Tree Apocalypse 

The presentation will cover the four most commonly found fungi responsible for root or butt rot of landscape trees.  Identification of the fruiting 
bodies and biology of the fungi will be discussed. 

 

Dr. Bob Polomski, Share Your Tree Inventory with a Simple and Inexpensive Web-Accessible Approach 

Arborists who want to inventory their trees but have shied away from the cost and complexity of tree inventory software programs, will learn an 
inexpensive approach that uses existing resources—Excel and Google Maps Engine Lite—to map their trees and make them accessible by any  
computer or smartphone.   
 

Jamie Blackburn, The Toolbox of the Construction Arborist 

Construction activities compact soil and destroy its structure, drainage, and biology resulting in tree decline and unnecessary mortality. Practical 
solutions to protect both above and below ground portions of trees and remediate soil integrity will be presented.  
 

Jimmy Walters, Is My Tree Safe? 

This presentation will review conditions, signs and symptoms of factors that increase the likelihood of failure of trees.  The presentation will also 
include a brief overview of the ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification and the Best Management Practices for Risk Assessment in Trees. 

 

Kathleen McDaniel, Damage Valuation in Tree Litigation 

This presentation will provide an overview of the various types of monetary and non-monetary remedies available in tree litigation, including self-
help, injunctive relief, diminution in value of real property, replacement value/restoration costs, and recovery for loss of aesthetic values.  

 

Kevin Parris, Magnolias and Complimentary Trees in the Landscape: A Glimpse into the Future 

The diversity of magnolia species that can grow throughout the state has not been fully explored by the nursery industry, landscape designers or 
contractors. This presentation will present information on magnolias,, and their potential in landscapes throughout the state. 

 

Brian Ritter, Use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) for Forestry and Arboriculture Applications 

A look at how UAV technologies efficiently provide high resolution (2-3 cm) imagery for tree  inventories and decision making. 
 

Tom Knowles and Danny Burbage, Preserving SC’s Heritage Tree 

The presentation will highlight South Carolina’s heritage trees and discuss their cultural/historical significance and the methods people are taking to 
care for these trees. 
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2014 Annual Conference 
October 23-24, 2014 

Registration: Deadline October 15, 2014 

 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization/Agency:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________   State:  _____  Zip:  _______________________________________________ 

E-mail:  ___________________________________________  Phone:  ________________________________   

 

   Member Non-Member     Student 

Registration:  $100  ____ $125 ____     $25  ____ 

   Group Rate (members only)*  ____ 

 

Guest Lunch   $25 _____ 
(Lunch is included with full registration; guest lunch is for people who will only attend the luncheon) 

□  Vegetarian Lunch Preferred 

* Minimum of 3 registrants per group, and all registrants must be current members of Trees SC.  Full registration for the 
first registrant ($100), $90 all subsequent registrations. 

□  Not yet a member?  Check here if you would like to receive a free membershp for 2015 with your non-member 
registration. (New members only) 

Mail form & check payable to    Questions? 
Trees SC to:     Call:  843-814-4620 

PO Box 1679     E-mail: karen@treessc.org 
Ladson, S.C. 29456 

To register on-line, visit us at www.treessc.org. 

Mead’s Tree Service 
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Upcoming Trees SC Programs 

Annual Conference:  Trees SC: To Preserve, Protect, and Defend 
October 23-24, 2014 
Folly Beach, SC 
Registration Fee:  $100 members/$125 non-member;  
Credits:  ISA (8.25) , SAF (8) and Pesticide (1) credits will be available 

This year’s annual conference will explore how we as an industry work to preserve, protect, and defend our state’s urban 
and community forests.  The list of presenters include Don Blair (author), Jimmy Walters (Urban Forest Advisors, LLC), 
Linda Bridges (Town of Port Royal), Kevin Parris (Spartanburg Community College), Kathleen McDaniel (Callison 
Tighe & Robinson, LLC), Dr. Bob Polomski (Clemson University), Jamie Blackburn (Arborguard Tree Specialists),  
Brian Ritter (Clemson University) and Laurie Reid (SC Forestry Commission).  A full agenda and registration  
information is available on our website, www.treessc.org.  Sponsored by the South Carolina Forestry Commission, Duke  
Energy, Bartlett Tree Experts, Carolina Tree Care, Mead’s Tree Service, Schneider Tree Care, Lewis Tree Service, 
SCE&G, and Sox & Freeman. 

 

Business Development for the Green Industry 
December 9, 2014 
Columbia, SC 
Registration Fee:  $45 member/$55 non-member 
Credits:  ISA credits will be available 

Trees SC and the SC Nursery and Landscape Association are co-hosting a workshop to help business owners successful 
manage their business. Topics include writing a comprehensive business plan, insurance, accounting practices, and social 
media.  We’ll also hear from two owners who will share their personal challenges and successes to a successful business.  
Sponsored by the South Carolina Forestry Commission, Duke Energy, Bartlett Tree Experts, Carolina Tree Care, 
Mead’s Tree Service, Schneider Tree Care, Lewis Tree Service, SCE&G, and Sox & Freeman. 

A complete agenda and registration information can be found on our website, www.treessc.org.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the second largest provider of utility vegetation management services in North America, 
Lewis Tree Service is a leader in safety, responsiveness, and innovation.   
For more information, please visit their website at www.lewistree.com. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

October 23-24, 2014 Trees SC: To Preserve, Protect, and Defend, Folly Beach, S.C.  A full agenda 
and registration information can be found on our website, www.treessc.org. 

December 9, 2014 Business Development for the Green Industry, Columbia, S.C.  A full agenda 
and registration information can be found on our website, www.treessc.org. 

February 4-6, 2015 SCHI 2015 Trade Show and Seminars, Myrtle Beach, SC.  Please visit 
www.scnla.com for more information.   

March 5, 2015 Spring SC Arborist Workshop, Columbia, SC.  More information will be 
available soon. 

 

 Please contact our office if you would like us to promote one of your upcoming programs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committed To Tree Preservation From Two Locations: 

COLUMBIA, SC · 803.252.7294 │ ROCK HILL, SC · 803.831.1610 

http://www.soxandfreeman.com/  
 
 


