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2014 Awards Program 

 
 

Each year, Trees SC recognizes individuals, groups, organizations, 
government entities and others for their contributions to urban and 
community forests in South Carolina by presenting the Golden 
Acorn and Heritage Tree Awards.  We have four Golden Acorn 
Awards:   Distinguished Professional Service Award recognizes a 
professional for his/her outstanding contribution to urban and/or 
community forestry; Distinguished Volunteer Service Award    
recognizes an individual for their outstanding contribution to urban 
and/or community forestry as a volunteer; Outstanding Community 
Forestry Program Award recognizes a community organization 
that provides exemplary leadership and vision to a  comprehensive 
urban and/or community forestry program; and Outstanding Forestry 
Program Award recognizes governments, universities and  
colleges, corporations and state agencies that provide exemplary 
leadership and vision to a comprehensive urban forestry program. 

Our Heritage Tree Award, which is sponsored by Bartlett Tree  
Experts, identifies, celebrates and recognizes remarkable trees in 
South Carolina.  Either nominated individually or as part of a group, 
these trees are recognized by their historical and/or cultural          
significance to the community. 

We are now accepting nominations for the Golden Acorn 
and Heritage Tree Awards.  If you know an individual, program, 
municipality, university, or a community group that deserves to be 
recognized for their contributions to urban and/or community      
forestry, or a tree of great significance to a local community or the 
entire state of South Carolina, please submit a nomination today.  
Nomination forms are available through our website at 
www.treessc.org, or you may contact Karen Hauck at  
karen@treessc.org to request a form.  All nominations must be   
postmarked by August 13, 2014, and winners will be announced  
during our annual conference this fall. 

Get Your License Plate Today! 
Show your love and support of trees by          
displaying this tag on your personal or company 
vehicle.  You can purchase your Trees SC      
license plate in one of three ways: 

1. Visit your local DMV office 

2. Submit an application via mail 

3. Visit www.SCDMVonline.net to order your 
plate online. 

All proceeds from plate sales benefit urban and 
community forestry across South Carolina. 



 

 

     With summer officially upon us, now is the time to reflect upon the benefits trees offer, especially 
those that provide shade from the hot summer sun.  As I sit under these shade trees, I begin to wonder 
about the life of the tree-when it was planted and by whom, who cares for it, and what does its future 
look like.  And my mind begins to move from the trees to the people who care for these trees. 
 
     Each year, Trees SC recognizes individuals and groups that care for our trees through our Golden 
Acorn award. Many times, these people go unnoticed but the reality is that without the commitment 
and dedication of our tree friends, our urban and community forests would suffer.   
 
     We need your help recognizing these people.  If you know an individual or a group that is making 
a positive impact on our state’s trees, either as a professional or volunteer, we encourage you to 
submit a nomination.  The little amount of time you spend completing the form may have a lasting 

impact on the individual/group you nominate.  Details on the program, including the nomination form, can be found on 
our website.  

     Let’s work together to recognize our tree friends across the state, and encourage others to follow in their footsteps. 

Tim 
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President’s Letter 

     For the past several weeks, I have been glued to my television watching the World Cup.  I am 
impressed and at times, mesmerized, by the skills these players demonstrate on the field.  As  
individuals, these players are amazing but are stoppable.  It takes a team to score a goal.  The way 
they work together, passing the ball from one player to the next, until they reach the point where 
they successfully shoot and score. 
 
     This may seem a little weird to some but I know you, fellow tree folks, will completely understand my train of 
thought.  As I think back to the last match I watched, I think about the comparisons between soccer players and tree  
enthusiasts.  Each, as individuals, bring their own skills to the field, either as a defensive or offensive player.  In the 
world of trees, the defensive player works to defend trees from disease, poor health, and unnecessary removal.   
Offensive players work to ensure trees are properly cared for from the time they leave the nursery to their maturity.   
 
     But to reach the goal, all players must work together, offering their skills and knowledge to further our state’s urban 
and community forests, and the green industry as a whole.  Together, we must pass responsibility onto each other  
depending on the obstacles that present themselves, somewhat like dribbling down the field.  Only then can we have a 
precise, strong, and deliverable course of action.   

      I see the Trees SC team comprised of players representing the best our state and region has to offer.  We are  
arborists, horticulturists, landscape architects, planners, researchers, individuals, non-profits, and overall tree lovers.  We 
move down the field, sharing responsibility, passing around knowledge, and celebrating our victories.   
 
     Pretty soon, the 2014 World Cup will come to a close and we’ll have to wait four more years for the world’s best to 
convene on an international stage.  But luckily for us (and our state’s trees), Team Trees SC will continue to play.  So 
bring your best game and be ready because we still have a lot of work to do.  It’s time to show the world that people in 
South Carolina love their trees!                
 
Karen 
 
 

         From the Executive Director 
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Trees SC Board of Directors 
President—Tim Gillette, City of Tega Cay 

Vice-President—Drew Smith, City of Greenville 

Secretary—Rachel d’Entremont, consultant 

Treasurer—Clark Beavans, City of Rock Hill 

Dexter Allen, City of North Myrtle Beach 

Danny Burbage, City of Charleston 

Whitt Cline—Town of Irmo 

Lois Edwards, Pineover, LLC 

Brad Farmer, SCE&G 

Danny Jones, City of Rock Hill 

Tom Knowles, University of South Carolina 

Wanda Lily, City of Conway 

Luther Marchant, Schneider Tree Care 

Jimmy Painter, Painter's Landscaping, Inc. 

Derrick Phinney, Clemson Extension 

Mike Russell, Natural Directions, LLC 

Carroll Williamson, Richland County 

 

Ex-Officio 

Eddie Bernard, The Town of Mt. Pleasant 

Donna Shealy Foster, SCNLA  

Dr.Bob Polomski, Clemson University 

 

Lowe Sharpe, SCFC, Advisor 

Karen Hauck, Executive Director 
 

The Acorn is a quarterly newsletter produced 
by Trees SC. We welcome your articles, news 
items, and photographs that may be of     
interest to our readers. Items may be sent to 
Trees SC, PO Box 1679, Ladson, S.C. 29456 
or karen@treessc.org. 

Funds for this project were provided by the 
Urban and Community Forestry Grant       
Assistance Program administered through the 
SC Forestry Commission and funded by the 
USDA Forest Service. 

The US Dept. of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in 
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family 
status (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-A, Whitten Building, 
14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington DC 
20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

On the Stump 
With Danny Burbage 

     “Pay it forward” is an expression for describing the beneficiary of a good 
deed repaying it to others instead of to the original benefactor. Benjamin  
Franklin described his take on the concept this way.  
 
     “I do not pretend to give such a deed; I only lend it to you. When you … 
meet with another honest Man in similar distress, you must pay me by lending 
this Sum to him; enjoining him to discharge the Debt by a like operation, when 
he shall be able and shall meet with another opportunity. I hope it may thus go 
thro’ many hands before it meets with a Knave that will stop its Progress. This 
is a trick of mine for doing a deal of good with little money.” 
 
     When we recognize a tree in South Carolina as a Heritage Tree we are  
simultaneously paying a debt back and forward. We pay back by expressing our 
appreciation for the tree’s past role in the community. We say thank you for 
generations of shade, beauty and habitat. We acknowledge a tree’s civic role as 
a gathering place, landmark or witness to history. We might also say thanks to 
an individual or group instrumental in planting a community’s trees or in  
preserving them.  We acknowledge that South Carolina’s trees, like its  
waterways, mountains, hills and plains have helped to form the character and 
spirit of our people and state. 
 
     When we nominate a tree as a SC Heritage Tree, we pay a debt forward by 
proclaiming our values to younger South Carolinians We say to them that the 
trees of our community are important to us and that we have high regard for 
them. So much more than mere landscape amenities, trees herald an area’s  
personality, humanize its residents and enrich the community in ways worthy of 
consideration and enumeration. They are a multi-tasking part of life’s intricate 
web and as such contribute to our well-being. We hold them in high esteem, 
young Carolinians, and we encourage you to do the same.  We encourage you to 
join us in a rallying cry that connects the people of South Carolina with their 
trees. This is a heritage that none can disparage and that can unite us all so that, 
together, we pay forward to generations of South Carolinians not born yet. It is 
fitting that a part of our payment to those yet born will include a challenge to 
pay their debt forward so that this proud heritage is sustained. 
 
     You can nominate a community tree to become a Trees SC Heritage Tree by 
visiting the Trees SC website, www.treessc.org and clicking on “Awards”. 
Nominees can be a single tree or group of trees. They can be older trees, trees of 
historical significance or trees that have had special significance to the  
community. 

 
      

Danny Burbage is the Urban Forester for the City of Charleston.  If you have a 
topic for Danny, or if you’d like to discuss one of his previous columns, please feel 

free to e-mail him at burbaged@charleston-sc.gov. 



 

 

Bartlett Tree Experts is a Sustaining Partner with Trees SC.   
For more information on corporate sponsorship opportunities, please contact our office at 843-814-4620. 



 

 

Page 5 

Got BIG Trees? 
By Dr. Vic Shelburne, Clemson University 

      
     With over 12 million acres of forests, trees dominate the South Carolina landscape.  However, trying to find the largest 
one in the State for each species can be a daunting task especially since there are billions of trees to measure.  Be that as it 
may, Clemson University personnel starting with Dr. Roland Schoenike in the 1970’s and continuing to the present have 
searched the countryside and developed a listing of those “Big” or “Champion” trees for the State.  That list is located on the 
web site “Champion Trees of South Carolina (www.clemson.edu/champtree). 
 
     What makes a tree a champion?   We measure three metrics: height in feet (and this the tallest point on the tree not  
necessarily the point directly over the trunk),  circumference in inches taken at 4.5 feet above the ground (and the average of 
the high and low point if on uneven ground) and the average crown spread in feet wherein we measure the widest crown  
diameter, shortest crown diameter and take the average.  For these metrics, we award points –one point for each height in 
feet, one point for each INCH of circumference and one-quarter point for average crown diameter in feet. The last metric 
gets only a quarter point since it is the most variable and most subject to environmental damage (wind, ice, etc.). 
 
     All fifty states have Big Tree coordinators and we are linked together by American Forests, the oldest national nonprofit  
conservation organization in the country, which advocates for the protection and expansion of America’s forests. The  
American Forest’s website (http://www.americanforests.org/our-programs/bigtree/) maintains a list of National Champion 
Trees.  
 
     South Carolina has 11 national champions and many are located in the Congaree National Park south of Columbia.  This 
park is the largest expanse of old-growth bottomland hardwood in the Southeast and there are numerous state and national 
champions—loblolly pine, sweetgum and laurel oak for example.  Park personnel are presently coordinating the re-
measurement of existing champions and discovery of new champions on the 26,500 acres—a difficult task given the many 
sloughs, very flat terrain and dense vegetation. 
 
     We did a major re-measurement of all champion trees in the early 2000’s but now many of the measurements are over 10 
years old and we are losing national champions due to the 10-year rule (must have been measured within ten years to  
qualify).  The effort at Congaree will regain many of these lost champions (do we really want a 261-point loblolly pine in 
Texas reign as a national champion when we have a 371-point loblolly???) but we need help re-measuring all the existing 
trees. 
 
     However, you do not have to actually visit the trees to appreciate them. The website allows you to search by species 
(common and scientific name), county, and size (height, circumference, crown spread or total points). The site also shows 
the general location of the tree on a map but we do not list actual gps coordinates since many of the trees are on private land 
OR the public landowner does not want you to get lost trying to find them.  In addition, if the nominator/measurer took  
pictures, those are on the website.  
 
     So how can you help? First, go to the website and learn HOW to measure a champion tree.  The circumference metric is 
the easiest (just need a cloth tape held at 4.5 above the ground).  The height measurement is more tricky and the use of a  
clinometers, altimeter, or better yet, a laser height measuring tool is needed although you can get a basic idea of the tree 
height using simple techniques explained in the website.  If you find a tree with a circumference which is close (within 5  
inches for example) of an existing champion (check the website for the current champion), it probably needs a more exact 
measurement done by a forester or other qualified person.  The measurement data, pictures and gps coordinates can all be 
submitted via an on-line submission form in the website. I will receive it, review it and find a qualified person to measure it 
or I will list the data on the website if I believe the data are correct. Note also that we have a list of MOST WANTED trees 
in the State for which we have no nominees. Finally, we list more than one (not just the largest number of points) if the  
runner-up(s) are close in the number of total points (usually within 5 points). We do this in order to recognize close rivals 
and in case the number one individual for that species finally dies—an event that occurs to all living things eventually. 
 
     So happy Big Tree hunting! If you have questions, contact me, Dr. Vic Shelburne, South Carolina Big Tree Coordinator, 
at  vshlbrn@clemson.edu. 
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2014 Forest Resource Institute 
By Frances Waite, SC Forestry Commission 

      

On June 11th and 12th, Trees SC and the SC Forestry Commission's Urban and Community Forestry Program held the 
3rd Annual Forest Resource Institute (FRI) in Columbia, hosted through a federally funded grant from the US Forest 
Service. FRI is designed for planners and landscape architects who work for city and  county governments. Participants 
included those who are responsible for writing and enforcing tree and landscape ordinances and developing  
comprehensive plans for their communities - mostly planners and landscape architects. This year’s theme was Green  
Infrastructure: Building Great Communities.  
 
FRI was designed to improve the understanding of the importance of including specifics in comprehensive plans or other 
regional type plans on a landscape scale regarding rural forestry practices, urban forestry practices and the interface  
between these two areas. Some of the best speakers around the country addressed topics such as protecting open space 
networks, green infrastructure planning, and functional landscape design.  

 

2014 FRI Class Karen Firehock, Green Infrastructure Center 

Stephen Luoni, University of Arkansas Tom Knowles, University of South Carolina 
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Schneider Tree Care is a Sustaining Partner with Trees SC.   
For more information on corporate sponsorship opportunities, please contact our office at 843-814-4620. 
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Upcoming Trees SC Programs 

Fall South Carolina Arborist Workshop 
September 11, 2014 
Columbia, SC 
Registration Fee:  $70 member/$80 non-member; ISA and SAF credits will be available 

The Fall South Carolina Arborist Workshop will be held on September 11th at the Harbison Environmental Education 
Center in Columbia.  This year’s workshop will offer presentations on various tree care techniques, including climbing, 
root pruning, and removal.  There will also be presentations on tree tomography, fungi, herbicides, and growth  
regulators.  Be sure to check our website, www.treessc.org, for a full agenda and registration information.  Sponsored by 
the South Carolina Forestry Commission, Bartlett Tree Experts, Carolina Tree Care, Mead’s Tree Service, Schneider 
Tree Care, Lewis Tree Service, SCE&G, and Sox & Freeman. 

 

Annual Conference:  Trees SC: To Preserve, Protect, and Defend 
October 23-24, 2014 
Folly Beach, SC 
Registration Fee:  $100 members/$125 non-member; ISA, SAF and Pesticide credits will be available 

This year’s annual conference will explore how we as an industry work to preserve, protect, and defend our state’s urban 
and community forests.  The list of presenters include Don Blair (author), Jimmy Walters (Urban Forest Advisors, LLC), 
Van Willis (Town of Port Royal), Kevin Parris (Spartanburg Community College), Kathleen McDaniel (Callison Tighe 
& Robinson, LLC), Dr. Bob Polomski (Clemson University), Jamie Blackburn (Arborguard Tree Specialists), Brian  
Ritter (Clemson University) and Laurie Reid (SC Forestry Commission).  A full agenda and registration information will 
be available soon.  Sponsored by the South Carolina Forestry Commission, Bartlett Tree Experts, Carolina Tree Care, 
Mead’s Tree Service, Schneider Tree Care, Lewis Tree Service, SCE&G, and Sox & Freeman. 

 

We currently have sponsorship opportunities available for the Annual Conference, as well as a limited number of 
exhibit spaces.  Please contact our office for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the second largest provider of utility vegetation management services in North America, 
Lewis Tree Service is a leader in safety, responsiveness, and innovation.   
For more information, please visit their website at www.lewistree.com. 

 

Lewis Tree Service is a Platinum Partner with Trees SC.   
For more information on corporate sponsorship opportunities, please contact our office at 843-814-4620. 
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SCE&G is a Platinum Partner with Trees SC.   
For more information on corporate sponsorship opportunities, please 

contact our office at 843-814-4620. 

 
On May 29th, Trees SC and the Southern 
Chapter of ISA hosted the third annual South 
Carolina Tree Climbing Academy in Irmo.  
Ten climbers from across the state and into 
North Carolina attended this one-day training 
on safety requirements and proper tree  
climbing techniques.  A special thank you to 
our sponsors, Bartlett Tree Experts, Carolina 
Tree Care, Mead’s Tree Service, and  
Schneider Tree Care, as well as the Town of 
Irmo for hosting the event.  

 

 

2014 South Carolina 
Tree Climbing Academy 



 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

July 9, 2014 Webinar:  Understanding Our Urban Forest Assets:  Methods of Tree 
Inventory and Urban Tree Canopy Analysis.  To register , please visit their  
website. 

September 11, 2014 South Carolina Arborist Workshop, Columbia, S.C.  More information will be 
available soon.   

October 23-24, 2014 Trees SC: To Preserve, Protect, and Defend, Folly Beach, S.C.  More 
information will be available soon.   

December 9, 2014 Business 101:  Helping Your Company Succeed!, Columbia, S.C.  More 
information will be available soon. 

 

 Please contact our office if you would like us to promote one of your upcoming programs.   
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Committed To Tree Preservation From Two Locations: 

COLUMBIA, SC · 803.252.7294 │ ROCK HILL, SC · 803.831.1610 

http://www.soxandfreeman.com/  
 
 

Sox & Freeman is a Platinum Partner with Trees SC.   
For more information on corporate sponsorship opportunities, please contact our office at 843-814-4620. 



 

 

Carolina Tree Care is a Sustaining Partner with Trees SC.   
For more information on corporate sponsorship opportunities, please contact our office at 843-814-4620. 


